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 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 23rd July 2024 at the Schoolroom
of St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann and Mr J Tither.
County Councillor
Mrs M Bell

Borough Councillor
Mr K Barnett
Parish Clerk

            Mrs E Higgins.
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting where the council accepted apologies from Parish
Councillor Mrs N Wallis as a result of pre-arranged leave. Apologies had also been received from PCSO
Charley Payne from the North Warwickshire Safer Neighbourhood Team and Borough Councillor Denise
Clews. The Clerk will contact Mrs G Davis to check that everything is okay.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no official recording of the meeting as the Dictaphone was not available.
Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
Although not an agenda item this evening, interests were declared by Councillors Forknall, Hopkins and Tither who are allotment holders in Ridge Lane.
Item 4– Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public present at this meeting. 
Item 5– Police, County and Borough Councillor Feedback.
Apologies had been given by PCSO Payne, but the table below shows the beat report for Mancetter Parish.
	Reporting period: 23/05/2024-15/07/2024
	North Warwickshire SNT

PCSO 6358 Payne

	
	

	
	


	Theme
	Commentary

	Current and Emerging   
	Mancetter

Other Inc’s/news


	Incidents 

105- calls for service

Suspicious circumstances- 19

Domestics- 9

Silent 999s- 10

Concern- 13

Road related/ RTCs- 15

Few relating to drink drivers and a few jobs for no insurance, which our patrol colleagues dealt with.

Vehicle Crime- 1

Stolen motorbike, from outside their H/A.

Hate Incident- 1

ASB- 11

Animal- 7

Mainly XL bullies being spotted and horses in the carriageway 

Burglary- 1 

Business was broken into, but nothing of value taken.
PCSO Payne, participated in a joint operation with Trading Standards where off licenses where stop checked on whether they would sell to under aged people. Mancetter shops that were tested passed.

Atherstone SNT attended the local scouts hut and talk to the scouts about what being a Police officer entails.




County Council
County Councillor Margaret Bell had met with Mark Rider a Strategic Director for Highways at the County Council, regarding the lack of progress on the timeline of road safety improvements. Items such as signage and the now superceded raised table crossing, have been listed on the delegated budget since 2022. David Ayton-Hill is due to attend a meeting of the parish council on 24th September, so hopefully some solutions can be reached. 
The former Emergency Stopping Place for Travellers, in Oldbury Road on the parish border, has apparently been put back to its original use as a storage area for roadstone. The proposed site went as far as a Judicial review and took up a lot of council and parishioner time. For it to be quietly reinstated as if nothing happened is quite remarkable. 
Following on from the Levelling Up meeting in May, Councillor Bell confirmed that there are 3 children within the parish who are home schooled. 
Another request has been received by a resident of Marie Close for work to be done to the overgrown verge by the Mancetter Island, as it is attracting rats. Reece Berry the localities manager at the County Council is looking into a solution. The area is also susceptible to flooding which needs consideration if hardstanding is to be laid.  
The initial review of the planning policy documents is taking place tomorrow evening and Margaret will be deputising for a committee member. Councillor Healy with the support of the entire council asked if Tarmac Quarry can officially be added to the call for sites as a nature reserve to link up with Hartshill Hayes Country Park. 
Borough Councillor Keith Barnett has looked at the location of some land proposed in Ridge Lane owned by Ladywood Farm. Councillor Hopkins pointed out that this is a family business, that is outside of the defined settlement boundary, and the land identified is situated close to the existing sewage works.
Item 6– Minutes of the last meetings.
The draft minutes from the 28th May 2024 were proposed by Glynis Forknall, seconded by John Tither and agreed unanimously as a true record of proceedings. The minutes from the extraordinary meeting held on 25th June were proposed by Peter Mann, seconded by Glynis Forknall and approved unanimously.

A copy of each set was officially signed by the Chairman, and will be available as usual on the parish council website.
Item 7 – Update on Actions and Issues arising from the last meetings not included in other agenda points
An email request for feedback had been sent by the Clerk to Graham Stanley from County Highways following his attendance at the Parish Council meeting in May. There has been no progress or feedback on items i ii iii or v. 

After several years the Canal and Rivers Trust have finally repaired the walkway down to the canal from the bridge in Quarry Lane, installing proper wooden fencing and handrails. 

Borough Council Officers met with chairman Trevor Hopkins to look at the blocked culvert on the recreation ground in Ridge Lane. Recent downpours had caused water to overflow and flood several allotments in the adjacent field owned by the Parish Council. There are a number of trees rooted inside the culvert as can be seen from its raised profile. The Borough Council are hoping to look at some clearance work in October, before the official onset of winter.
Item 8– Exclusion of the Public and Press notice
The council moved into a closed session and met with a parish council contractor. A discussion on health needs, risk assessment and support required took place. It was resolved to complete a risk management document prior to the official resumption of duties, for approval by all parties with a review date. A meeting with the contractor and his family had taken place prior to the council meeting to ensure that all matters had been considered. 
It was proposed by Councillor Healy, seconded by Councillor Blackburn and agreed unanimously, to request further information and seek legal guidance through WALC regarding a planning matter of commercial sensitivity.

Item 9 – Finance
a) It was proposed by Councillor Mann, seconded by Councillor Blackburn and approved unanimously, that subject to a satisfactory risk assessment, a standing order relating to a contractor will be re-instated as of 1st August 2024.
b) All payments since the last meeting were signed off by two councillors in accordance with standing orders, financial regulations and the bank mandate.

c) It was proposed by Peter Mann, and seconded by Councillor Tither to approve the updated financial regulations for the parish council, based upon JPAG guidance and model regulations from NALC.

d) The Public Sector Deposit Bond now contains almost one year’s precept request, to safeguard the council from financial risk in the changing economic climate.
e) The financial position between budget and actual was presented for the first quarter of the financial year, and shows a stable situation.

f) It was proposed by Harry Blackburn, seconded by Sue Healy and agreed unanimously that correspondence shall be sent by the Clerk, to the Chair of the Board of BT and OFFCOM regarding the unacceptable time, money and effort spent on the cancellation of the service. 

g) It was proposed by Councillor Blackburn, seconded by Councillor Healy and unanimously approved, that an earmarked reserve of £1,000 will be taken from General Funds and allocated towards the future revision of the Mancetter Neighbourhood Plan. It is important that the Parish Council begins to plan towards undertaking this review, as external influences will reduce the weight given to the document in planning terms as local and national plans are updated.
Item 10 – Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish
i. Councillors Hopkins and Mann have both spent time at Mancetter Cemetery, between them filling the water bouser, and sweeping and weeding around stones in the old cremation area.
ii. The replacement Perspex panel for the bus shelter on the green in Mancetter Road was kindly fitted by the maintenance team of a local resident who had the appropriate level of liability insurance. The Clerk purchased some graffiti cleaner and Peter has removed phrases from the rest of the panels. He will have a look at the second shelter further along Mancetter Road, on the left-hand side as you head down towards the Blue Boar Inn.

iii. It was resolved by councillors that the planting of a shrub in one of the borders in memory of a loved one would not be permitted, due to the precedent this would set.
Item 11 – Feedback from Correspondence, Consultations and Meetings involving the Parish Council between 28th May and 23rd July 2024

a) Surveys and Consultations.

i. Local Planning Policy documentation
Responses to the call for sites and economic and employment consultations were submitted by Mancetter Parish Council in early May.
The Parish Council have asked for the Three Mancetter Quarry sites to be considered as a Nature Reserve; with part of the former Purley Chase golf course to link the reserve to Hartshill Hayes Country Park.  The adoption of road infrastructure to protect the ancient woodland either side of Steppey Lane has also been suggested. 
The North Warwickshire draft local plan will be governed by National Policies and the proposed site allocations will need to accord with the local plan moving forward. 
As part of the call for sites process, land has been submitted by either owners or developers at Ladywood Farm in Ridge Lane (CFS40) and along Nuneaton Road in Mancetter (CFS102)

ii. The Parish Clerk has examined the Community Safety Survey and the 21 questions are suited more to individual responses rather than one from the Parish Council as a whole. Therefore, it was agreed that councillors would respond individually to the consultation, by the deadline of the 4th August 2024.
iii. The Local Nature Recovery Strategy consultation ends on 8th September 2024 and is an important way of feeding back information on how to encourage biodiversity within our present and future green spaces. A presentation took place as part of the Town and Parish Council’s Reference Group on 16th July.
b) Meetings, events and training attended by members of Mancetter Parish Council since the last meeting.
i. North Warwickshire Area Committee 4th June 2024. Trevor Hopkins and Sue Healy attended this meeting at the Borough Council offices, where partnership working is being encouraged.
ii. Tarmac Quarry Liaison Meeting 5th June 2024. Although the date was set on 24th January, no correspondence had been received. The meeting had been overlooked and as a result, a brief online teams call took place on 5th June. It was explained that there will be a planning application being submitted in the near future to extend the end date to allow the restoration work to be completed.
iii. Grand Union Canal Transfer Briefing 20th June 2024. Harry Blackburn went along to this event advertised by Atherstone Town Council. The proposal of pumping 400m3 into the canal will greatly affect Mancetter Parish and concerns were raised as to why we had not been notified by Affinity Water or the Borough Council. Atherstone Golf Course club house is situated in the parish of Mancetter.
iv. Patient Participation Group Atherstone Surgery.

v. Bid Writing Workshop 2nd July 2024. Nicky Wallis, Sue Healy, Trevor Hopkins and the Clerk attended this event at Mancetter Memorial Hall hosted by Warwickshire CAVA.
vi. Levelling Up Meeting 9th July 2024. Feedback on Energy Performance Certificates was presented by Sally Roberts from the Financial Inclusion team.
vii. Town and Parish Council Reference Group 16th July 2024. Attended online by Sue Healy, including information on potholes and the local nature recovery strategy.
viii. Section 106 Training 16th July 2024. Trevor, Sue and the Clerk received some very helpful information from Warwickshire County Council regarding the process of requesting section 106 funding.
Item 12 Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting, and to note any responses submitted by the Clerk with feedback from the Planning Sub Group

a) Planning Matters
i. To consider the Parish Council approach to a forthcoming planning application for Tarmac Quarry in Mancetter, including a request for support from Borough and County Council members.
Future aspirations for a nature reserve funded substantially through Biodiversity Net Gain has been sent out to the Quarry, County and Borough Councils and presented to residents at the Annual Parish Meeting at the end of April 2024. When the application is received, it is important that current conditions such as the removal of infrastructure is carefully considered in the light of the opportunities for future use.

ii. To discuss the content of a section 106 request in the event that PAP/2024/0324 be approved
In the event of the outline planning application being approved for building at the rear of the White Hart Car Park, (which the Parish Council strongly objects to), money to improve road signage and speed awareness measures should be considered.

b) Update on approved and pending applications
· PAP/2023/0324 The White Hart Inn Ridge Lane. 
This outline application went before the Planning and Development Board on 8th July with Parish Councillor John Tither and Borough Councillor Denise Clews speaking against the application. The Board decided that a decision would be deferred to allow members to conduct a site visit, and to commission an independent report into road safety issues.
· Applications PAP/2023/0464, PAP/2024/0113 and PAP/2024/0071 are all pending decisions.
The Parish Council continues to submit photographs and feedback from residents concerning the car sales business currently operating without planning consent.

c) New Planning Applications
· PAP/2024/0236 6 Marie Close Mancetter - The Parish Council is supportive of local residents and encourages local business. As off-Road Parking is being made available, and the business proposed does not create noise or pollution then the council has no objection to the application.
· PAP/2024/0264 Ladywood Farm – The Parish Council recognises the importance of diversification for the farming community of our parish. It is a good idea to reduce farming costs by utilising a renewable green energy supply. The farm buildings are not overlooked by residents, and the scale will not affect the rural landscape.
Item 13 Date of Next Meeting: 
Informal Meeting with Parishioners Wednesday 18th September 2024 7pm 
in Ridge Lane Chapel and Community Room.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm
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Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane

Signed        
Date: 

